Cascadia Community College’s Commitment to Environmental Stewardship
Environmental Stewardship has always been a basic tenet of Cascadia Community College and of the CCC/UWB co-located campus as a whole.  Following is a list of changes we have implemented to reduce our carbon footprint:

· "Push-to-Flush" project, disabling all automatic flushers and asking people to use manual flushing.  Started in CCC, extended to UWB after we showed how well it worked and how much water we saved.  See graph.

· CCC tested waterless urinals for the current and upcoming buildings.  We elected to use 1/8 gallon-flush toilets and urinals in the Center for Global Learning and the Arts, scheduled to open winter 2010.  These highly-efficient units will significantly reduce water use in that LEED-silver-mandated-but-gold-targeted building.  Rainwater will be collected from the roof for use in flushing.

· Addition of hybrid car (Toyota Prius) to CCC's motor pool.
· Increase in the number of CCC-regulated carpool spots from 2 in 2000 to 10 in 2007.

· Garage lighting retrofits -- campus-wide, both garages; removed 502 existing 175-watt metal halide lighting fixtures, replacing them with two-lamp, 4-foot fluorescent fixtures.  See graph. 

· Classroom and restroom lighting timers -- campus-wide 

· Vermicomposting -- campus-wide  

· Pesticide-free campus as of 7/1/06 -- outside contractors must follow the same ban; replaced by worm compost, organic fertilizers, organic herbicides

· Storm-water system managed by campus with oil-water separators for the 400 catch-basins

· Campus-wide custodial use of Green Cleaning Products (green-seal-certified)

· Campus-wide recycling program

· Campus-wide alternative transportation program (subsidized bus passes; carpool preferential parking; bike lockers)

· Campus-wide use of recycled materials for bike lockers, outdoor tables/benches, wetlands boardwalk, etc.

· Preferential purchasing of recycled products
· Use of goats to control blackberries and other invasive weeds – currently renting goats on a seasonal basis; long-term goal is to possibly own a campus herd.

· Cascadia joined the Seattle Climate Partnership to curb greenhouse gas emissions, October 2006.

· Cascadia’s president, Bill Christopher was charter signatory to the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, February 10, 1997.

· As a joint campus, we applied for Salmon-Safe Certification in 2007 and became the first academic campus in the state of Washington (and second in the nation) to receive that certification.
In addition CCC has some green-based capital projects underway:
· Center for Global Learning and the Arts – now in the construction phase.  Groundbreaking was in May 2008, with completion scheduled for Fall 2009,  The 800 FTE building will open for classes Winter Quarter 2010.  This is a Silver-standard mandated LEED project, but we are currently on target for a Gold rating and committed to reaching that level.

· Wetlands Interpretive Center -- now in the pre-design stage, this will not be the normal, state-funded project but will be funded entirely by raised capital.  It will be a net-Zero building that should achieve platinum LEED standard or perhaps the new Living Building classification.     

Wetlands Restoration Project

· One of the largest wetlands restoration projects in the country 

· Goal of restoring the North Creek and surrounding wetlands to the state it was in 300 years ago before agricultural and timber use took precedence

· Many flora and fauna indications of a maturing wetlands

· Monitored in compliance with the Army Corps of Engineers 

· See Salmon Safe certification listed above.

·  In January 2008 we won the top honors in the “Habitat Restoration” category of the National Wildlife Federation’s “Chill Out” national competition for college and university sustainable practices.  Cascadia was a host site for the nationally broadcast web conference for these awards on April 16, 2008.  A Media Center camera crew also filmed a documentary on the project in conjunction with the award.

· The April issue of Sunset Magazine included a short article on the campus and birding opportunities in the campus wetlands environment.   
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