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THE FUTURE OF 
PHARMACY 
IS EXPANDING.

Drug expert, medication therapy consultant, care services innovator: 
the pharmacist of the future practices as part of the health care 
team to tackle the nation’s health care problems and collaborate on 
solutions to make our world a happier, healthier place. 

Your future in pharmacy starts at Washington State University!



Complete details on application options can be found on our website: 
pharmacy.wsu.edu

SAVE A SEAT
This option is for WSU and Heritage University undergraduate students 
who are working to complete their pre-pharmacy requirements and 
plan on applying to the WSU Doctor of Pharmacy program. 

EARLY DECISION
Early Decision is for students who have completed the pre-pharmacy 
undergraduate coursework and know that the WSU College of Pharmacy 
is their first choice pharmacy school. This is an application process 
through PharmCAS that allows you to apply for your top choice school 
early, and subsequently get your acceptance determination early.

REGULAR ADMISSION
Regular Admission is for applicants who want to apply to more than 
one pharmacy school. The two-part application process is similar to 
the Early Decision process, but with deadlines on a different timeline. 
Through regular admission, applicants have until early January to 
complete their application, and are notified of offer for admission on a 
rolling basis until mid-March. 

CAREER OUTLOOK
As a practicing pharmacist, you face a broad range of possible career 
options and specialties. Cougar pharmacists are some of the most 
highly sought-after pharmacy professionals for their expertise, 
professionalism and entrepreneurial spirit. 

Only about half of actively practicing pharmacists work in a traditional 
community pharmacy setting. Other career options for pharmacists 
include community medical clinics, hospitals, long-term care, 
home health, public health, veterinary medicine, drug research and 
development, academia, professional advocacy, and more. 

YEARS TO DEGREE COMPLETION

STUDENTS ACCEPTED PER YEAR

CLASS STATISTICS

GENERAL PREREQUISITES for incoming undergraduates (based on semesters, 
full details online at pharmacy.wsu.edu)

Applications received

Candidates interviewed 

Students matriculated

600
300

170

70% Washington Residents
30% out of state

Average age of 
first year student

Average 
cumulative GPA 

24 3.3

5 general courses 

79% Spokane campus
21% Yakima campus

LOCATION INFORMATION 

= WSU Pharm.D. program & 
   APPE/IPPE locations

= Additional APPE/IPPE locations  

 

 2 math courses10 science courses

Our students begin interacting with patients and 
other health care professionals in their first year.   

APPLICATION OPTIONS

3 
Years of prerequisites

coursework

4 
Years of a 

professional program

1-2 
Years of a residency or 

certification in specialty 
care (optional)

APPE/IPPE are direct patient care rotations 
taken during the pharmacy curriculum.

APPE/IPPE rotations are also offered 
in northern California.



WHY CHOOSE WSU PHARMACY? 
5 ways we are educating the future leaders in pharmacy.

First year courses at WSU vs. other pharmacy schools

WSU
Integrated Pharmacology
Therapeutic Agents
Professional Communications Lab
Pharmacy Calculations
Pharmacokinetics
Pharmaceutics
Health Care Systems

OTHER SCHOOLS
Biochemistry
Law and Ethics
Anatomy/Physiology
Biostatistics
Genetics
Physical Chemistry

THE PROGRAM
WSU ensures that each graduate will develop the necessary skills to 
enter any clinical practice, residency, or fellowship. 

INNOVATION IN TEACHING
The WSU College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences has a long 
history of being committed to preparing pharmacists not only to enter 
the practice of pharmacy today, but to lead the changes in the practice 
of pharmacy that are certain to come in the future. Student pharmacists 
begin interacting with patients and other health care professionals 
in their first year, and direct patient care opportunities continue 
throughout the curriculum. 

COMPETENCY-BASED EDUCATION
We measure student performance based on a competency-based 
assessment model. What this means is our grading model is “Honors-
Satisfactory-Fail” (HSF) as opposed to a GPA grading model. This 
emphasis on demonstration of learning and mastery of skill prepares 
graduates to become competent pharmacy practitioners and takes 
the focus off the attainment of a course grade. Within our HSF grading 
model nearly all student pharmacists have progressed through to the 
spring semester in their first year (“fall behind” rate is less than 0.5 
percent). The national average is around 10 percent. 

A BETTER TEACHING MODEL
New pharmacists are entering a world of constant change and 
collaboration; competent graduating pharmacists must therefore 
also be lifelong learners and collaborators. Our active-learning based 
curriculum prepares you for this environment. We flip the traditional 
learning model and put the focus on the successful development of the 
student. As the name “active” describes, you will be expected to be 
actively involved and take ownership in the learning process both inside 
and outside the classroom. 

Our active-learning and competency-based curriculum places WSU 
among the most progressive pharmacy programs in the country and 
aligns with our commitment to the best possible educational experience 
for all students. WSU student pharmacists also have access to a system 
of support and learning resources that includes tutoring, mentors, and 
faculty advisors.

4TH YEAR: A GAME CHANGER
In your final year of pharmacy school you will be assigned to and 
complete six practice rotations (referred to as APPEs) in a variety of 
patient care settings. Student pharmacists are in real practice settings 
and involved with the direct care of patients. A seventh rotation is 
optional and international rotations are available. 

For more information, visit our website at pharmacy.wsu.edu or 
contact our Office of Student Services at 509-368-6605 or  admissions@
pharmacy.wsu.edu.

The Washington State University College of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences is at the forefront of pharmacy education 
that is defining a new role for the pharmacist who delivers 
innovative patient-centered care as part of the health care team. 
Career-centric coursework means you will learn how to make good 
decisions as a pharmacist to help your patients. Our active-learning 
and competency-based curriculum model delivers mastery of skills 
that makes you prepared to directly contribute to patient care and 
collaborate with other health care providers.

Introductory practice experiences begin in your first year and 
expand from there. Hands-on learning includes patient simulation, 
internships, rotations, community outreach, and volunteer 
opportunities that allow you to practice confidently immediately 
after graduation.

Student ambassadors and mentors help you adjust to student life and 
welcome you to the Cougar Pharmacy Family. 

Research, business management, leadership, and professional 
advocacy opportunities can take you beyond your Pharm.D. to 
prepare you to be the future of leadership and innovation in the 
pharmacy profession.

WSU has lower tuition than private schools and the college alone 
awards roughly $300,000 in scholarships per year to student 
pharmacists. Plus, both Spokane and Yakima have affordable housing, 
short commutes, and a variety of outdoor and cultural activities. 
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Our assessment model puts an emphasis on the 
demonstration of learning and mastery of skills. 



PHARMACY.WSU.EDU

WSU HEALTH SCIENCES IN SPOKANE
Spokane is a major health care hub and the largest along the northern 
corridor of the United States between Minneapolis and Seattle. It offers 
the latest diagnostic and therapeutic care in all fields of medicine, and 
boasts four major hospitals. Complete with a rich cultural scene, historic 
neighborhoods, urban appeal, and easy access to four-season outdoor 
recreation, Spokane supplies a high quality of life for the nearly half 
million residents who live in the region.

WSU programs in pharmacy, nursing and medical sciences share 
Spokane’s University District with Eastern Washington University, 
Gonzaga University, Whitworth University, and the University of 
Washington. 

WSU PHARMACY IN YAKIMA
In the heart of Central Washington, Yakima is the tenth largest city in 
the state. Located 60 miles southeast of Mount Rainier in the Yakima 
Valley, the area is the center of the Washington wine and craft brewing 
industries. 

WSU partners with the Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences 
(PNWU) to offer our Doctor of Pharmacy students the opportunity 
to learn alongside PNWU’s Doctor of Osteopathy students in an 
environment that is focused on developing tomorrow’s leaders in 
innovative and accessible community-centered care. Yakima gives 
student pharmacists interested in working with rural and underserved 
populations an ideal learning environment with the same innovative 
competency-based curriculum that is offered in Spokane. 

BEYOND PHARM.D.
WSU dedicates itself to developing outstanding health care 
professionals through providing research, business management, 
leadership, and professional advocacy opportunities.

RESEARCH
Research faculty also teach in the Pharm.D. program. Laboratory and 
community-based research opportunities are plentiful and can be done 
for credit. A formal research-based honors program is also available, 
apply in your first year.  

Examples of current faculty-led research areas include diabetes, gene 
therapy, cancer prevention and treatment, neurologic disease, and 
drug discovery. The Spokane campus houses research core facilities 
in genomics, mass spectrometry, flow cytometry, nuclear generation 
resonance, and microscopy. 

CAREER SEMINAR SERIES
The College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences coordinates the 
annual Preparing for Your Career in Pharmacy seminar series to expose 
WSU student pharmacists to thought-leaders and industry innovators 
in the profession and career opportunities in a variety of pharmacy 
practice settings.

PROFESSIONAL PHARMACY STUDENT 

ORGANIZATIONS 
The Professional Pharmacy Student Organization (PPSO) is the 
umbrella group that coordinates student volunteer and co-curricular 
activities for the four main student chapters on campus affiliated with 
national pharmacy professional organizations. There are over a dozen 
professional pharmacy student groups that are spread across both 
campuses affiliated with state or national organizations, in addition 
to three fraternal/scholarship organizations, a leadership society, 
the Associated Students of WSU Spokane, and two graduate student 
organizations.

ALUMNI-STUDENT MENTOR PROGRAM
We have a network of Cougar pharmacists ready to help you. Cougs 
are notoriously generous when it comes to mentoring, precepting and 
volunteering with the next generation of WSU student pharmacists. 
Faculty and alumni mentoring will help you plan your pharmacy career.

DUAL DEGREE OPTIONS
The Pharm.D. program has a menu of programmatic options to support 
students’ professional goals including:

• The Pharm.D./Ph.D. program track within the College                  
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

• The Pharm.D./MBA program track within the WSU Carson 
College of Business

WSU Health Sciences in Spokane  

PNWU in Yakima 


