
Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Cascadia College Board of Trustees 
February 17, 2016 

 

Cascadia College 
18345 Campus Way N.E.  

Bothell, WA 98011 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Ms. Nancee Hofmeister, Mr. Mike Kelly, Ms. Janet McDaniel, Mr. Louis Mendoza, and 
Dr. Julie Miller  

STAFF PRESENT 

Dr. Eric Murray, Ms. Dede Gonzales, Dr. Rosemary Sutton, Mr. Terence Hsiao, Ms. Gina Lorenz, 
and Ms. Meagan Walker 

Assistant Attorney General 
 
Mr. Alan Smith  

Student Representative 
 
Ms. Elise Saracino  

CCCFT Representative 

Mr. David Shapiro  

WPEA Representative 

Ms. Laura Hedal 

Guests 

Ms. Dianne Fruit, Ms. Erin Blakeney, Ms. Sara Zale, Dr. Todd Lundberg, Dr. Erik Tinglestad,  
Ms. Lyn Eisenhower, Mr. Shawn Miller, Ms. Susan Ford, Ms. Vicki Newton, Ms. Haley Green,  
Dr. Soraya Cardenas, Ms. Becky Riopel, Ms. Mingyou Yang, Mr. Eric Ammons, 
Mr. Duane Sharpe, Mr. John Calvin, Mr. Matt Webb, and Ms. Allegra Johnson 

CALL TO ORDER 

Board Chair Nancee Hofmeister called the meeting to order at 4:04 PM. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Board Chair asked for approval of the consent agenda.  Hearing no objections 
the consent agenda was approved.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.    

EMPLOYEE SUCCESSES 

Mr. Gene Taylor was recognized for his work on providing leadership and guidance for 
successful Human Rights Awareness Activities.   He would be the first to recognize the work of 
the committee and their collaborate efforts. 

Elise Saracino, Cascadia Student Government (CSG) President took a moment to introduce 
Eric Ammons, the newly appointed Cascadia Student Government Director of Public Relations 
and Technology to the Board.  

DISCUSSION/PRESENTATION ITEMS 

1. Veterans Program Update 

Ms. Erin Blakeney, Dean of Student Success Services, Duane Sharpe, Part-time Academic 
Advisor for Veterans, and Mr. John Calvin, VetCorps Navigator shared success stories, current 
events and data regarding the Cascadia College Veterans Resource Center.   Dean Blakeney 
reported on the entire team available to the 91 current Veterans using benefits out of the 104 
Veterans enrolled this quarter and the events held to support those students.  The number of 
Veterans continues to grow each quarter; the resource center is a great success. 
 

2. College Strategies (COLL 101)  

Dr. Todd Lundberg briefed the Board on the evolution of Cascadia’s College Strategies Course 
since the year 2000.   After many reiterations the course is now a solid 5-credit course that 
introduces students to our collaborative and integrated learning model.   He further shared that 
the course may be a stand-alone or may be linked with another course to integrate these skills 
within a disciplinary context.  Some of experiences involve the use of Canvas and eLearning 
reflections; small group projects and reflection and practices in using research tools.  All very 
necessary skills for college success! 
 

3. Tent City 4 – Viability (Feasibility) Study   

Executive Director of College Relations, Meagan Walker began the presentation by sharing the 
criteria and findings for the study – mission alignment; operational readiness and community 
support.  She shared comments, results and stories from Seattle Pacific University staff on their 
experiences with Tent City 3.   Members of the Cascadia Tent City 4 Task Force – spoke --Ms. 
Dianne Fruit spoke to her experiences within her travels and when she asked what she could 
do, she was told “just say hello”.  The students gave their perspective of having the Tent City 
on campus and were favorable and excited to have the opportunity to learn from the residents.    
Ms. Sara Zale shared that as an English teacher is also hopes to nourish critical thinkers and 
problem solvers.   
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Student Leaders agreed with the student comments and were looking forward to including the 
residents in events on campus. 
 
The Board thanked everyone for their hard work on the very thorough report.  They shared 
their thoughts on what was next for them and asked about their role, do they approve this 
proposal.  The Assistant Attorney General indicated that there was no legal requirement for the 
Board to approve the proposal however, it is the Board responsibility to facilitate mission 
fulfillment.   Because of the visibility of this project and public perception, the board needs more 
information before even considering if they would suggest moving forward.  They would be 
interested in hearing from those that oppose the idea.  It was suggested that an organization 
like HopeLink would be better suited; and asked what the City of Bothell and the neighbors feel 
about the possibility of us having Tent City 4 on campus.   They also noted the percentage of 
faculty responses and would like to ask that they retake the survey (or at the very least) answer 
two specific questions – 1)  do you support Tent City coming to campus; 2) would you engage 
tent city into your course curriculum.  A discussion also took place regarding the amount of time 
that Dr. Murray would be devoting to the project.  The Board will need to consider all of the 
information carefully. 
 
Dr. Murray asked if the Trustees needed additional information – it was suggested that a 
budget be presented and Eric asked for a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats) analysis of the project.  Dr. Murray further stated that he would be meeting with the 
President of SPU to get his thoughts on the process at SPU. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION ITEMS 

There were no action items presented at this meeting. 

REPORTS 

Student Report 

CSG President Saracino briefly shared the success of several events that took place this month.  
She further shared that over 100 attended the Jose Vargas event held in Mobius.   The Trustees 
along with those at the table thanked Elise for the individual box of sweets. 

Cascadia Community College Federation of Teachers (CCCFT) Report 

Mr. David Shapiro shared that the Union is looking into raising membership dues, as it has been 
several years since dues were increased.   He spoke to the “fair share” deduction and that 
currently dues are a condition of employment.    Dr. Murray asked Mr. Shapiro to explain the 
Supreme Court Case (Friedrichs v. California teachers Association et al.) Briefly “a landmark 
effort to re-establish the right of individual teachers and other public employees to decide for 
themselves whether to join and support a union. The suit claims state “agency shop” laws, 
which require public employees to pay union dues as a condition of employment, violate well-
settled principles of freedom of speech and association. While many teachers support the union, 
others do not and the state cannot constitutionally compel an individual to join and financially 
support an organization with which he or she disagrees”.  The Center for Individual Rights CIR)  
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Washington Public Employees Association [WPEA] Report  

Ms. Laura Hedal reported that there was a kerfuffle with the WPEA leadership that has since 
been handled and wanted to make sure everyone understood that it had nothing to do with the 
college administration.  She further reported on the quarterly Ted Talk (facilitated by the 
President) and the upcoming brown bag that Eric is attending.   

Chair and Individual Board Member Reports 

Trustee Mendoza shared that he will not be seeking a reappointment when his term is over in 
October.  The other Trustees thanked him, and were pleased that he was staying through the 
end of his term.  Dr. Murray stated that he would review the process used for finding a new 
Trustee with Trustees Hofmeister and Kelly to get their thoughts.  He further asked all of the 
Trustees if they know someone who lives in district and might be interested to let him know.   

Trustee Miller asked the two students sitting in the back to introduce themselves.  They both 
were attending the meeting as an assignment from Dr. Catherine Crain’s Educ 205 class. 

President’s Report 

President Murray informed the Board that the Trustees from Shoreline Community College 
would like to come to a Board Meeting to observe.  The Board agreed and Dr. Murray stated 
that he will work on finding a meeting date that works.     

A brief discussion on the April Retreat logistics.  It was agreed that the meeting would be held 
on April 20th, the date for the regular board meeting.  They will have an executive session to 
review the data needed for President’s evaluation review.  Dr. Murray reminded the Board that 
they suggested inviting E-Team back for a portion of their summer retreat….and it was 
proposed that the Executive Team could be invited to the Board’s August Retreat.    

Dr. Murray shared the process for the Board to participate in his 360 Evaluation.  It was agreed 
that both the Chair and Vice Chair would complete the evaluation. 

Dr. Murray brought HB 2769 to the Board’s attention.  The Board asked for AG Smith to watch 
the HB 2769 and give his advice.   

Dr. Murray reported that he and Meagan Walker had a meet and greet with the new mayor of 
Bothell, Andy Rheaume.  As a result of the meeting the mayor invited Dr. Murray and Meagan 
to attend an upcoming City Council study session to give a power point on Cascadia.  

Dr. Murray reminded the Board that we will have a presentation on Emergency Preparedness 
next month. 

Dr. Murray also reported that Cascadia has submitted our name to the State Board regarding a 
potential new Bachelor’s Degree in Web Applications.  A formal proposal is due in June, but we 
needed to at least get our name on the list or we would lose out.  The Board asked pertinent 
questions and also asked if it is possible to obtain some outside funding to help with our costs 
to start up the program.  Dr. Murray said that yes it is possible. 
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Lastly he reported that the three foundation directors that are currently on the board in the slim 
down version for the foundation all want to remain on the board.  Dr. Murray has solicited for a 
fourth member to join the board. 

OTHER BUSINESS  

There was no other business addressed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Chair adjourned the regular meeting at 6:50 PM. 

 

Approved and Adopted on March 16, 2016. 

 

 
__________________________________ 

Ms. Nancee Hofmeister, Board Chair 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 
Dr. Eric Murray, President 
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