
 

 

Five Star Consortium Meeting Minutes 
December 13, 2012 

 
 
Attendees: 

Jean Hernandez, President - Edmonds 
David Beyer, President – Everett 
Eric Murray, President – Cascadia   
Sharon McGavick, Interim President – Lake Washington 
Kathy Curphy, VP for Instruction – Lake Washington 
Sandra Fowler-Hill, VP for Instruction – Everett  
Kevin McKay, VP for Finance and Operations – Edmonds 
Dennis Long, VP for Student Services – Lake Washington 
Rae-Ellen Reas, Sr. Assoc. Dean for Enrollment & Financial Services. – Edmonds  
Stephen Smith, VP for Human Resources & Legal Affairs – Shoreline  
Kathy Goebel, Associate Director, SBCTC 

  
Standardization of Tuition Waivers 
 The five college Vice Presidents for Instruction forwarded a recommendation to the 
presidents last spring recommending the colleges not try to standardize tuition waivers across 
the colleges.  Analysis of the various waivers indicated that in all cases, one or more colleges 
would lose revenue if the colleges tried provide consistency across all five colleges.  Based on 
the Clearinghouse Mobility Report, the differences in the waivers do not seem to inhibit 
student transfers among the colleges.  The college presidents agreed the further study is not 
needed and they plan to continue offering tuition waivers independently of the consortium.  
The presidents thanked their VPs for Instruction, Administration and Student Services for all 
their work on this issue. 
 

5-Star Consortium Future   
 The presidents remarked that they have been pleased with the series of MOUs the 
consortium has developed in an effort to better serve students in the region.  A lot of good 
work has been accomplished.  The relationship between the colleges has been strengthened 
and the presidents look forward to more collaborative efforts. 
 
 Possible topics for further discussion: 

 Student government representatives are interested in pursuing a common 
application form among the 5 colleges and to collaborate on jointly 
sponsoring speakers for various student-sponsored events.   

 Continuing and contract training 

 Clinical site placements and agreements 

 Emergency management coordination 

 AA transfer degree options for students attending technical colleges 

 Joint legislative reception – Shoreline is in charge of planning this year’s 
event.   



 

 

 Currently an MOU is in place with four of the colleges to “share” benefits 
costs for part-time faculty.  In lieu of calculating costs and billing each other 
every quarter, the colleges have agreed to track these costs over a longer 
period of time and then make adjustments as needed.  The colleges will 
report on the success of this strategy in the future. 

 
Joint College Trustee Meeting 
 Planning a joint Board of Trustees meeting has become problematic due to time 
commitments and various scheduling conflicts among the college presidents and members of 
their boards.  The presidents will provide separate reports to their boards about recent 5-Star 
Consortium activities.   
 
Future Meetings 
 The presidents have tentatively selected February 21, 2013 for the next 5-Star meeting.  
The meeting will begin at 10:00 and will be held at the State Board office.  Agenda and meeting 
room information will be sent before the meeting.  
 
 
 


