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Instruction – Sandra Fowler-Hill and Marty Cavalluzzi, presenting.  The following information 
summarizes progress to date: 
 

 Placement testing – English 
o The deans and faculty have met and established common criteria and 

reciprocity for English 101 placement 
o As was discussed at the previous meeting, there is growing concern about 

the validity of these placement test scores in predicting success in college 
level courses.  The committee will conduct an assessment of English 101 
placement success 

o Effective Winter 2012 

 Placement testing – Math 
o Representatives of the consortium Math departments met last spring 
o They worked on cut-off scores for the most common Math Courses: 

 Intermediate Algebra 
 Math in Society 
 Pre-Calculus I 
 Statistics 

o They calculated averages for COMPASS cut scores and are awaiting 
responses from individual Math departments this Fall 

o This should be in place for Winter 2012 

 Pre-College Math Initiatives 
o Most of the consortium colleges are pursuing pre-college math initiatives, 

particularly in employing modular instruction methods to improve student 
success and progress 

o There will be a workshop this fall to share ideas, best practices, and results 

 Math placement test in high schools 
o Everett, Cascadia, and possibly Shoreline, are expanding the use of the 

online Sno-Math placement test in high schools 
o They are working on developing a higher cut score to place students into 

Pre-Calculus courses and a better way to report test results across the 
consortium so incoming students can register more efficiently 

 Last quarter residency requirements 
o The resident credit requirements are similar among the five colleges. 

o The committee proposed that the colleges wave the last quarter 
requirement of residency in order to grant the degree.  This would allow any 
student to complete at any college in the consortium in order to obtain a 
degree.   

o In addition, any of the colleges could grant a degree if 30% of the credits are 
taken at any given college within the consortium, given equivalent courses.  
Each college has its own language but the message is the same.   
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o Each college will move this policy change through its policy approval process. 
 Sample catalog language: 

Academic Information and Requirements –  
Resident Credit Requirement 
To meet the residency requirement, 30 credits or one-third of the 
required credits, whichever is less, must be earned at Edmonds 
Community College (or a college in the 5-star consortium). 
However, a specific program may require that more credits must 
be earned in residence. Only college-level courses numbered 100 
or above meet the resident credit requirement – except as 
approved by the appropriate dean. If the residency requirements 
are met, then the final credits for degrees and certificates do not 
have to be earned at the college. Credits earned through the 
college’s Prior Learning Assessment process (course challenges 
and special projects) count toward the residency requirement and 
will be posted to the student’s transcript the quarter in which 
they are earned. Credits earned through articulation agreements 
and advanced placement examination do not satisfy residency 
requirements. 

 
The minimum requirement for a high school diploma is that the 
final course must be completed at Edmonds Community College. 
 

 Diversity credits requirement 
o The consortium colleges have agreed that reciprocity needs to be the overall 

practice for accepting credits on diversity. 
o The Articulation and Transfer Council has approved a policy to be applied to 

all community college in Washington. Students transferring to other 
community colleges who have taken a diversity class at one college will be 
regarded as having met the “D” requirements at the receiving institution. 
This is true even if the receiving institution defines diversity differently or 
requires more than 5 credits. The following Diversity Reciprocity Policy is to 
be published in each college catalog: 

Reciprocity of Diversity Specific Requirements:  
The receiving institution will accept an entire Diversity requirement for a 
transfer degree as met if that student has met the entire Diversity 
Requirement of a transfer degree, according to the sending institution's 
degree criteria.*  
*Note: Example criteria include number of disciplines, allowable 
disciplines, credits, sequence requirements (or lack thereof). In all these 
instances, the sending institution's requirements govern. 

 World Language (and other program) course opening information dissemination  
o The consortium colleges are meeting to coordinate scheduling, offerings, 

sequencing and student referrals for world language classes 
 

 Other 
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o Music 
 Everett is meeting with Edmonds, and possibly Shoreline, to offer a 

means for music students at Everett to complete a program of study 
in conjunction with the Edmonds program 

o Basic Skills 
 The consortium is working on joint marketing materials for I-BEST 

programs 
 Working together to develop a project and marketing Adult Literacy 

Week 
 Colleges currently sharing CASAS scores 

o Allied Health collaborations 
 HECO grant funded activity includes accepting common curricula for 

phlebotomy and NAC 
 Agreement being formulated to build LPN to RN pathway between, 

at least, Everett and Edmonds Community College 

 Must meet LPN criterion standards 

 LWTC might be a part of the agreement 
 Beginning discussion on joint enrollment of students in some health 

career programs 

 E.g., Edmonds and Everett through the CATCH grant 


